T.ISTINC OF CLAIMS 
This Listing of Claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in ihe present qyplicalion. 

1-50. (Cancelled) 

51. (Previously Presented) A base for a food container, comprising: 
a bottom having a periphery; and 

a side wall upwardly extending around the periphery of the bottom, the side wall defining 
an interior of the base, the side wall including 

a plurality of first rib units formed in the side wall upwardly extending ftom the bottom, 
each of the plurality of first rib units including a first outward projecting rib extending away 
from the interior and a first inward projecting rib extending towards the interior, the first inward 
projecting rib being formed within the first outward projecting rib, and 

a plurality of second rib units formed in the side wall upwardly extending from the 
bottom, each of the plurality of second rib units being disposed adjacent one of the plurality of 
first rib units, each of the plurality of second rib units including a second inward projecting rib 
extending towards the interior, tihe second inward projecting rib being shorter than the first 
inward inojecting rib. 

52. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 5 1 "wiifflrein the first outward projecting rib 
extends into the bottom. 

53. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 5 1 wherein the first inward projecting rib 
extends into the bottom. 

54. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 5 1 wherein the first outward projecting rib is 
disposed at a first angle relative to a vertical axis and the first inward projecting rib is disposed at 
a second angle relative to the vertical axis, the first angle and the second angle being unequal. 

55. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 54 vrfierein the second angle is greater than the 
first angle. 

NY02-.SS0129.1 

2 

PA6E6l20'RCVDATI)f13l20ll66:12:3Sm[Easten)DayligMT^^^^ 



56. (Pi^viously Presented) The base of claim 5 1 wherein the Gist outward extending rib is at 
a first depth in the side wall and the first inward extending rib is at a second depth in the side 
wall, said first depth is different than said second depth. 

57. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 51 wherein the outward projecting rib extends 
into the bottom a first distance and the first inward projecting rib extends into the bottom a 
second distance, the first distance being greater than the second distance. 

58. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 5 1 wherein the first outward projecting rib and 
the first inward projecting rib extend into the bottom, the depth of the first inward projecting rib 
extending into the bottom being greater than the depth of the first outward projecting rib 
extending into the bottom. 

59. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 51 wherein the first outward projecting rib 
extends to a first height in the side wall and the first inward projecting rib extends to a second 
height in the side wall, the first height exceeding the second height. 

60. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 5 1 wherein the side wall is disposed at an angle 
rangmg from about 5** to about 44** relative to a vertical axis. 

6L (Previously Presented) The base of claim 51 wherein the first inward projecting rib is 
disposed at a first angle relative to a vertical axis and second inward projecting rib is disposed at 
second angle relative to the vertical axis, the first angle being different than the second angle. 

62. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 51 further comprising a plurality of third rib 
units formed in the side wall upwardly extending from the bottom, each of the plurality of third 
rib units being positioned adjacent one of the plurality of second rib units, each of the plurality of 
Third rib units including a second outward projecting rib extending away from the interior and a 
third inward projecting rib extending towards the interior, the third inward projecting rib being 

NY02:330129.I 

3 

PAGE 7/20*RCVDAT6l13/2006i:12:35PM [Eastern Da^^^^ 



formed within the second outward projecting rib, the second outward projecting rib being shorter 
than the first outward projecting rib 

63. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 62 wherein the second outward projecting rib 
extends into the bottom. 

64. (Previously Presented) The ba5e of claim 62 wherein the third inward projecting rib 
extends into the bottom. 

65. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 62 wherein the second outward projecting rib is 
disposed at an first angle relative to a vertical axis and the third inward projecting rib is disposed 
at a second angle relative to the vertical axis, the first angle being unequal to the second angle. 

66. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 65 wherein the second angle is greater than the 
first angle. 

67. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 62 wherein the second outward projecting rib 
is disposed at third depth in the side wall and the third invwd projecting rib is disposed at a 
fourth depth m the side wall, the third depth being different than the fourth depth. 

68. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 62 wherein the second outward projecting rib 
and the thuxl inward projecting rib extend into the bottom, the second outward projecting rib 
extenduig into the bottom farther than the third inward projecting rib. 

69. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 68 wherein the height of the third inward 
projecting rib in the bottom is greater than Ihe height of the second outward projecting rib in the 
bottom. 

70. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 62 wherein the second outward projecting rib 
extends a first vertical distance up the side wall and the third inward projecting rib extends a 
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second vertical distance up the side vv^l, the first vertical distance being greater than the second 
vertical distance. 

71. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 51 wherein a width of the first outward 
projecting rib is greater than the width of the first inward projecting rib. 

72. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 51 wherein the second inward projecting rib 
extends into the bottom. 

73. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 51 wherein the first and second inward 
projecting ribs extend into the bottom, the first inward projecting rib extending further into the 
bottom than the second inward projecting rib. 

74. (Previously Presented) A base for a food container, comprising: 
a bottom having a periphery; and 

a side wall upwardly extending around the periphery of the bottom, the side wall defming 
an interior of the base, the side wall includmg 

a plurality of first rib units formed in the side wall upwardly extending from the bottom, 
each of the plurality of first rib units including a fu^t outward projecting rib extending away 
from the interior and a first inward projecting rib extending towards the interior, the first inward 
projecting rib being shorter than the first outward projecting rib, the first inward projecting rib 
being narrower than the first outward projecting rib; and 

a plurality of second rib units formed in the side wall upwardly extending from the 
bottom, at least one of the plurality of second rib imits being disposed adjacent one of the 
plurality of first rib units, each of the plurality of second rib units including a second inward 
projecting rib extending towards the interior, the second inward projecting rib being shorter than 
the first inward projecting rib. 

75. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 74 wherein the first inward projecting rib is 
formed within the first outward projecting rib. 
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76. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 74 wherein the first outward projecting rib 
extends into the bottom. 

77. (Previoxisly Presented) The base of claim 74 wherein the first inward projecting rib 
extends into the bottom. 

78. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 74 wherein the first outward projecting rib is 
disposed at a first angle relative to a vertical axis and the first inward projecting rib is disposed at 
a second angle relative to the vertical axis, the first angle and the second angle being unequaU 

79. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 78 wherein the second angle is greater than the 
first angle. 

80. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 74 wherein the first outward extending rib is at 
a first depth in the side wall and the first inward extending rib is at a second depth in the side 
wall^ said first depth is different than said second depth. 

8 1 p (Previously Presented) The base of claim 74 wherein the outward projecting rib extends 
into the bottom a first distance and the first inward projecting rib extends into the bottom a 
second distance, the first distance being greater than the second distance, 

82. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 74 wherein the first outward projecting rib and 
the first inward projecting rib extend into the bottom, the depth of the first inward projecting rib 
extending into the bottom being greater than the depfli of the first outward projecting rib 
extending into the bottom. 

83 . (Previously Presented) The base of claim 74 wherein the first outward projecting rib 
extends to a first height in the side wall and the first inward projecting rib extends to a second 
height in the side wall, the first height exceeding the second height. 



1SIY02:350129.1 

6 

PAGE1IIQ0'RCVDAT6/13120I>6 6:12:35 PM [Eastern ^^^^ 



84. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 74 v**erein the side wall is disposed at an angle 
ranging from about 5' to about 44* relative to a vertical axis. 

85. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 74 wherein the first toward projecting rib is 
disposed at a first angle relative to a vertical axis and second inward projecting rib is disposed at 
second angle relative to the vertical axis, the first angle being different than the second angle. 

86. (Currently Amended) The base of claim 74 furtfier comprising a plurality of third rib 
units formed in the side wall upwardly extending from the bottom, each of the plurality of third 
rib units being positioned adjacent one of the plurality of second rib units, each of the plurality of 
thiid rib units including a second outward projecting rib extending away from the interior and a 
third inward projecting rib extending towards the interior, the second outward projecting rib 
being shorter than the first outward projecting rib. 

87- (Previously Presented) The base of claim 86 wherein the tiiird inward projecting rib is 
foimed within the second outward projecting rib. 

88. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 86 wherein the second outward projecting rib 
extends into the bottom. 

89. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 86 v^iierein the third inward projecting rib 
extends into the bottom. 

90. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 86 wherein the second outward projecthig rib is 
disposed at an first angle relative to a vertical axis and the third mward projecting rib is disposed 
at a second angle relative to the vertical axis, die first angle being unequal to the second angle. 

9 1 . (Previously Presented) The base of claim 90 wherein the second angle is greater than the 
first angle. 
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92. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 86 wherein the second outward projecting rib 
is disposed at third depth in the side wall and the third inward projecting rib is disposed at a 
fourth depth in the side wall, the third depth being different than the fourth depth. 

93. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 86 wherein the second outward projecting rib 
and the third inward projecting rib extend into the bottom, the second outward projecting rib 
exiendmg into the bottom farther than the third inward projecting rib. 

94. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 93 wherein the height of the third inward 
projecting rib in the bottom is greater than the height of the second outward projecting rib in the 
bottom. 

95. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 86 wherein the second outward projecting rib 
extends a first vertical distance up the side wall and the third inward projecting rib extends a 
second vertical distance up the side wall, the first vertical distance being greater than the second 
vertical distance. 

96. (Previously Presented) The base of clahn 74 wherein the second inward projecting rib 
extends into the bottom. 

97. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 74 wherein the first and second inward 
projecting ribs extend into the bottom, the firsi: inward projecting rib extending fiirther into the 
bottom than the second inward projecting rib^ 

98. (Currently Amended) A base for a food container, comprising: 
a bottom having a periphery; 

a side wall attached to the bottom, the side wall upwardly extending from the periphery 
of the bottom and defining an interior of the base; 

a plurality of generally-upwardly-extending first rib units formed in the side wall, the 
plurality of first rib units extending fixjm the side wilt wall into the bottom a first distance, each 
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of the first rib units including a first outward rib projecting away from the interior and a first 
inward rib projecting towards the interior^ and 

a plurality of gencrally-upwardly-extending second rib units fonned in the side wall, at 
least one of the second rib units being disposed adjacent at least one of the first rib units, each of 
the second rib units extending from the side wall into the bottom a second distance, the second 
distance being less than the first distance, each of the second rib units including a second inward 
rib projecting towards the interior. 

99. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 98 wherein the first outward rib extends into 
the bottom a distance greater than the first inward rib, and wherein the first inward rib extends 
into the bottom a distance greater than the second inward rib. 

100. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 98 wherein the first outward rib is longer than 
the first inward rib, and wherein the first inward rib is longer than the second inward rib 

101. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 98 wherein the first inward rib is fonned 
within the first outward rib. 

1 02. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 98 wherein the first inward rib is narrower than 
the first outward rib. 

103. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 98 wherein the first outward rib is disposed at a 
first angle lelative to a vertical axis and the first inward rib is disposed at a second angle relative 
to the vertical axis, the first angle and the second angle being unequal. 

104. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 98 wherein the second angle is greater than the 
first angle. 

1 05 . (Previously Presented) The base of claim 98 wherein the first outward rib has a first 
depth in the side wall and the first inward tib is at a second depth in the side wall, said first depth 
is dififerent than said second depth. 
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1 06. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 98 wherein fte first outward rib extends to a 
first height in the side wall and the first inward lib extends to a second height in the side wall, the 
first height exceeding the second height. 

1 07. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 98 wherein the first inward rib is disposed at a 
first angle relative to a vertical axis and second inward rib is disposed at second angle relative to 
the vertical axis, the first angle being different than the second angle. 

108. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 98 further comprising a plurality of generally- 
upwardly-extending third rib units formed in the side wall, each of the plurality of third rib units 
being positioned adjacent one of the plurality of second rib units, each of the plurality of third rib 
units extending from the side wall into the bottom a third distance, the third distance being 
greater than the second distance and less than the first distance, the third rib units including a 
second outward rib projecthig away from the interior and a third inward rib projecting towards 
the interior. 

1 09. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 1 08 wherein the third inward rib is formed 
within the second otttward rib 

1 10. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 108 wherein the third inward rib is narrower 
than the second outward rib. 

111. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 1 08 wherein the third inward rib is formed 
within the second outward rib 

112. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 1 08 wherein the third inward rib is shorter than 
the second outward rib. 

113. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 108 wherein the third rib unit is shorter than 
the first rib unit. 

NY02:S50129.1 

10 

PAGE 14/20'RCVDAT6/13I20I)( 6:12:35 PM|pastemDayligtitTlne]'SVR:USPT^^ 



114. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 108 wherein the third rib unit is longer than the 
second rib unit. 



1 15. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 108 wherein the second outward rib is disposed 
at an first angle relative to a vertical axis and the third inward rib is disposed at a second angle 
relative to the vertical axis, the first angle being unequal to the second angle. 

1 1 6. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 1 1 5 wherein the second angle is greater than 
the furst angle. 

1 17. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 108 wherein the second outward rib is disposed 
at third depth in the side wall and the third inward rib is disposed at a fourth depth in the side 
wall, the third depth bemg different than the fourth depth. 

118. (Previously Presented) The base of claim 108 wherein the second outward rib extends a 
first vertical distance up the side wall and the fhkd inward rib extends a second vertical distance 
up the side wall, the first vertical distance being greater than the second vertical distance. 
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